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Shepherds on the Hills near Jerusalem

W h a t Christmas
Means
O. P. Fitzgerald

q
T h e Star of Hope
C. N. Hostetter, Jr.

q
Christmas—the Decimal Point of History
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Deathless Songs and
Fadeless Stars
5. G. Engle
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"And there were in t h e same country shepherds abiding in the
field, keeping watch over their flock by night.
"And, lo, the angel of the l o r d came upon them, and the glory
of the l o r d shone round about them: and they were sore afraid.
"And the angel said unto them, Fear not: for, behold, I bring
you good tidings of great joy, which shall be to all people.
"For unto you is born this day, in t h e city of David, a Saviour,
which is Christ the l o r d .
"And this shall be a sign unto you: Ye shall find t h e babe
wrapped in swaddling clothes, lying in a manger.
"And suddenly there was with t h e angel a multitude of the
heavenly host, praising God, and saying,
"Crlory to G-od in the highest, and on earth peace, good will
toward men.
"And it came to pass, as the angels were gone away from them
into heaven, the shepherds said one to another, l e t us now go
even unto Bethlehem, and see this thing which is come to pass,
which the l o r d hath made known unto us.
"And they came with haste, and found Mary, and Joseph, and
the babe lying in a manger.
"And when they had seen it, they made known abroad the
saying which was told them concerning this child.
"And all they that heard it wondered at those things which
were told them by the shepherds."—luke 2:8-18.
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that spared not His own Son, but delivered
Him up for us all, how shall He not with
Him also freely give us all things". The
Gospel is a proclamation of salvation to
P. Fitzgerald
all men, and should be a source of joy to
grace of God that bringeth salvation hath- all men.
appeared to all men"; Jew and Gentile are
The birth of Jesus is "good tidings" bereunited, walking in the same light, sharing cause the way of salvation by Him is plain.
in a common redemption and inheritance, The most joyful message would produce
linked together in the bonds of spiritual no effect if conveyed in an unknown tongue,
fraternity. This is the design of the In- or in language above our comprehension.
carnation, and it will be consummated in the "Unto you is born * * a Saviour"—the Safullness of time.
viour promised, believed in, hoped for. It
The birth of Jesus is a proclamation of is a message we can understand clearly, and
"peace" to the world—peace between man in which we can greatly rejoice.
and God, peace betwen man and his fellow
The birth of Jesus is "good tidings" beman, peace within man's own troubled soul
cause it concerns every man individually.
"Unto you is born * * a Saviour"—unto
"you," wanderer from the path of duty and
the fold of peace; unto "you", doubting
soul, almost ready to sink down in despair;
The Water that Has Passed
unto "you", lost sinner, an alien from grace
and a stranger to God; unto "you", each
Listen to the water mill,
Through the livelong day,
and all, old and young, saint and sinner,
How the clanking of the wheels
Wears the hours away.
there is a blessing in the birth of "a SaLanguidly the autumn breeze
viour which is Christ the Lord".
Stirs the greenwood leaves
Prom the fields the reapers sing,
This is what Christmas means for us all.
Binding up the sheaves;
And a proverb haunts my mind.
The tidings it brings gives gladness to every
As a spell is cast:
heart in which there is the faith that lays
"The mill will never grind
With the water that has passed."
hold of the hope set before us in this Gospel—"glad tidings of great joy". Certainly
Take the lesson to thyself,
Living heart and true;
and universality make these tidings glad tiGolden years are fleeting by
Youth is passing, too:
dings for all the world. Make individual
Learn to make the most of life.
appropriation of them by faith at this
Lose no happy day;
Time will never bring thee back
Christmas season, and you will feel the
Chances swept away.
Leave no tender word unsaid,
throb of a mighty joy in the words of the
Love while life shall last—
angelic message. — Christian Advocate,
"The mill will never grind
With the water that has passed."
Nashville.

What Christmas Means
By Bishop O.
of the first Christ
R EmasA D inthethe account
Gospel by Luke, chapter 2,

verses 8-11. The minds of men were busy
about the taxes; God was arranging for the
accomplishment of His gracious purpose
toward mankind. The providence of God
links itself to every event of human history,
to every action of every human life. The
event celebrated was the most wonderful in
the history of the world. It was nothing
less than the fact of the Incarnation.
Though men might be unconscious and unconcerned, Heaven is interested, and a multitude of the Heavenly Host appear, and
the glory of the Lord shone around about
them. They bear a glorious message from
the great God. The angel of the Lord announces the birth of the Son of God.
"Behold, I bring you good tidings of great
joy, which shall be to all people." Every
word of the announcement is full of meaning. "Behold", and admire. "Behold", and
wonder. "I bring you a message worthy of
an angel's mouth—good tidings of great
joy to all people". He was not only "the
Glory of His people Israel", but also "a
Light to enlighten the Gentiles, and to be
for salvation to the uttermost parts of the
earth". He was at once the Expectation of
Israel, and the "Desire of all nations". He
was to "rule in Zion", but "the heathen also
were given for His inheritance, and the uttermost parts of the earth for His possession". He was that Royal Person of whom
David said: "Men shall be blessed in Him;
all nations shall call Him blessed". By nation a Jew, by nature a man, a son of Abraham and the Son of Man, * * and we are
all invited to participate in the benefits He
bestows, and in the joy which the glad tidings of His coming should bring.
The birth of Jesus was "glad tidings" because it was the fulfillment of prophecy.
The mysterious ceremonies of the Law referred to it; providential occurrences intimated it; the Prophets often alluded to it,
and sometimes foretold it in express terms.
Now all is fulfilled; time, place and circumstances exactly accord with prophecy. If
the hope bf it had such an effect upon patriarchs, prophets and saints, what joy
would the event itself enkindle with us!
"Blessed are your eyes, for they see, and
your ears, for they hear. For verily I say
unto you, that many prophets and righteous
men have desired to see those things which
ye see, and have not seen them; and to hear
and have not heard them".
The birth of Jesus is "good tidings" because of the results that were to follow. It
meant that the Spirit of God was to be
poured out upon all flesh especially and
abundantly. The "middle wall" between
Jew and Gentile was to be broken down.
N o w is fulfilled the prophecy that "the

Work while yet the daylight shines,
Man of strength and will:
Never does the streamlet glide
Unless by the mill.
Wait not till to-morrow's sun
Beams upon the way;
All that thou can'st call thine owp
Lies in thy to-day;
Power, intellect and health,
May not, can not last:
"The mill will never grind
With the water that has passed."
Oh. the wasted hours of life
That have drifted by!
Oh, the good we might have done
Lost without a sigh!
Love that we might once have saved
With but a single word:
Thoughts conceived, but never penned,
Perishing unheard.
Take the proverb to thine heart.
Take! Oh, take it fast!
"The mill will never grind
With the water that has passed."
—Author Unknown.

Jesus is the Prince of Peace. W h e n His
Kingdom comes in its fullness, there will be
peace on earth in a sense fuller and more
blessed than can now be understood. Sectarian prejudices will not then separate the
people of God; nation 'will not be arrayed
against nation, nor man against his fellow.
The birth of Jesus is "good tidings" because of the universality of its benefits.
They are "to all people". "God so loved
the world that He gave His only-begotten
Son, that whosoever believeth in Him might
not perish, but have everlasting life." "He

Notice
A new book entitled "A Treatise on New
Testament History" by P. J. Wiebe has just
come off the press. It gives the history of
the New Testament in concise form, using a
number of illustrations. It contains 78
pages and has a paper cover. Very suitable
for a Christmas present.
Price
Single copies
25 cents each
5 or more copies
20 cents each
10 or more copies
18 cents each
Address P. J. Wiebe, Preston, Ont., or
E. V. Publishing House, Nappanee, Ind.

Notice
A three month's Bible term will be given
at Springvale. Ont., commencing Jan. 2,
1933. In addition to Bible study a number
of high school subjects will be given. Board,
room and tuition $2.50 per week. Let us
hope that a number of young people will
take advantage of this opportunity to get a
good knowledge of the Bible as well as other
subjects at such reasonable rates. For
further information address
P. J. Wiebe, Preston, Ont.
A merry heart doeth good like a medicine: but a broken spirit drieth the bones.
Prov. 17:22.
Grace and Truth came by Jesus Christ
(John 1:17).
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OF BETHLEHEM

"That they might know thee the only true
God, and Jesus Christ, whom thou hast
sent." The story of Bethlehem is the most
beautiful and attractive of any that the
world has ever heard. Year after year it
is told over and over again; and there seems
to be something in the human heart which
never tires of the Bethlehem story. It is
true that Christmas has gathered around it
many things which did not have their origin
with the birth of Christ, and, no doubt,
there are still many who have only the
pagan's view of this wonderful holiday
celebration; but we thank God there are
those also who receive joy and comfort as
they meditate on the birth of Jesus.
The successive years of Christmas celebration should not tend to lessen the
knowledge of the Savior's birth and thank
God, it will not, if Christians everywhere
truly fulfill their calling. The apostle Paul,
in speaking before Agrippa, concerning the
advent of Christ into the world of men, declared that "These things were not done in
a corner"; and although the Savior was
born in an humble manger, in a Bethlehem
stable, yet seven hundred years before His
birth the circumstances were detailed so
minutely as to time and place that it was
well known.
W h e n the final moment arrived a heavenly host heralded, with glorious psalms of
praise, the advent to shepherds who kept
watch over their flocks by night. The darkness of the night was dispelled as the glory
of the Lord shown round about them; and
the angel of the Lord brought that most
comforting message, "Fear not: for, behold,
I bring you good tidings of great joy which
shall be to all people. For unto you is
born this day in the city of David a Savior
which is Christ the Lord."
W e are only able to understand the why
of His incarnation as w e view the awful
spectacle of man's sinful wreck and his departure from God. N o one has ever disputed the fact that man is the crown and
king of creation. In those infant days of the
world, as we know it now, the companionship between God and man was the sweetest and most blessed thing in existence and
apparently was the source of the greatest
joy to the Creator as He and man walked
and talked together. They kept trysts; and
of God's, great plan for the creation and of
man's work of subduing and enjoying it
they, no doubt, talked many times; but one
day there came into the life of that man
whom God created a change—a catastrophe
—wrought by the introduction in the world
of man that awful thing which the Bible
calls sin. It was this that broke the fellowship that man had with God, and made a
serious break in the plans of God for the
man, and for the world. Immediately man
began his downward course of trying to get

away from God and during all the centuries
since, the race of mankind as a whole has
followed this downward trend.
Only here and there through the pages of
Sacred Writ, there is shown a man to
whom God could get close enough to talk,
who would listen to the words that Jehovah had to say. T o Abraham He came
in far-off Chaldea; and as Abraham listened to God's voice he caught a gleam of
that glorious hope which as a ray of
heavenly light flashed down through the
centuries, and Abraham saw Bethlehem.
He came to Joseph and revealed Himself as
he dreamed in prison in those dark Egyptian nights. He came to Moses in the burning bush, and there was lit the flame of that
Shekinah glory that guided Israel across

Stye iE&itm-'a

Cfjristmag Greeting
Now the God of peace, that brought
again from the dead our Lord Jesus, that great Shepherd of the
sheep, through the blood of the
everlasting covenant.
Make you perfect in every good
work to do his will, working in you
that which is wellpleasing in his
sight, through Jesus Christ; to
whom be glory for ever and ever.
Amen. Heb. 13:20-21.

the Red Sea, through the wilderness, and
through the Jordan into the promised land.

As Seen by the Editor

The first step of His life took Him to
Bethlehem's manger. There with poverty
surrounding Him on every hand, God took
that extreme step t o bring man back t o
Himself. The next step of His life led Him
to the Jordan River where in humble submission t o the will of God, He, who was
living a sinless life, identified Himself with
that sinful, but believing remnant that was
preparing the way for the Messiah to come.
As we trace His footsteps, we find Him
next on the Mount of temptation where
once again in the arena of moral and spiritual conflict, w e behold Him standing in
the same place that Adam stood and there
by an eternal reliance on the word of Jehovah, He puts to flight the arch enemy of
the soul of man, and keeps His tryst with
God.
Space forbids us to follow in detail His
weary, but determined footsteps back and
forth across the land of Palestine. W e
glimpse Him as He heals the blind man's
eyes, as H e cleanses the leper's spots, as
He touches the fevered brow, as H e rebukes the wind and the sea, as He stands by
the bier and calls back into life the ruler's
daughter and the widow's only son. W e
see Him as He stands by the grave of
Lazarus, and declares that He is the resurrection and the life and that all who believe in Him shall live and we behold Him
again as He takes that final step up Calvary's hill and there pays with His own
body on the tree the demand of a holy law
and satisfies the justice of God forever.
There Jesus—He who would be man's fellow—paid the supreme price with His own
precious blood and now b y faith in the
atonement, the hurt of man's sin can be
cured forever. Praise His Name.

Again and again we see Him coming to
those who dared step aside from the comThe why of Bethlehem is comprehended
mon rank of men and declare their faith in in these words: "That they might know thee
the Jehovah God. He reveals Himself to the only true God, and Jesus Christ, whom
the widow in her poverty and t o Job in thou hast sent."
his sufferings—but why Bethlehem? W h y
should He come to a little lonely town outSPECIAL NOTICE TO CANADIAN
side the city of Jerusalem. Did H e come
SUBSCRIBERS
there t o build a new synagogue or a temple, t o introduce a new religion, a philAnswering the several requests which we
osophy, an outstanding teacher of new have received regarding the extra cost of
theories that men might compare him to subscription renewals to our Canadian subConfucius, to Plato, or to Socrates? Nay, scribers due to the exchance rate, we most
it was none of these things for which H e kindly ask our Canadian friends to please
the full amount for Evangelical
came; but He wanted to become man's fel- forward
Visitor subscriptions. The extra cost of
low, and the inspired lines of heavenly getting our paper to our Canadian friends
writ tell us that He became like unto His more than offsets what they are called on to
brethren in that He suffered and was tempt- pay in the matter of exchange and were it
ed like as they. So fully did He wish to not for the fact that the subscription department of the Evangelical Visitor cannot
share His life with man that those who be- carry this extra load, we would gladly take
lieved on Him could become bone of His the loss and give our Canadian subscribers
bone, and heart of His heart, and on Cal- this benefit.
In paying it please feel that the extra
vary's cross He became that
Go-between
that would reconcile sinful man to God and amount is a real offering to the Lord's work,
bring man into that place where He could and that it will help us to continue to give
you a better paper and also to continue our
again tryst.
(Continued on page 408)
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THE STAR OF HOPE
"When they saw the star, they rejoiced
with exceeding great joy." Matt. 2:10.
H A T first Christmas morning was dark
T
and cheerless. The world groaned
under the heavy taxation imposed by
Rome's iron hand. Rich rulers lived in
wasteful luxury while the poor suffered and
starved. Greek culture and education had
collapsed, undermined by vice and moral
degradation. That small race of despised
people, the Jews, who had a knowledge of
the true God had reduced their religion to
empty ritual and Pharisaical hypocrisy.
The Star of Bethlehem shone on the
darkest night of human history. But that
dark night was God's time to usher in a
new day—the day of salvation. The fullness of time had come and God sent forth
His Son into the world. That shining star
which announced His birth was indeed a
star of hope.
The Star of Bethlehem announced the
birth of a new king—the king of the Jews,
but destined to be King of Kings. How
different he would be from earth's great
monarchs! N o pampered luxury for this
king, no feasting while others starve. He
was born among the poor and that forgotten class ever received his first attention.
He tasted the bitter of their life from
manger to the tomb. W h a t a king he was!
His first coronation was with thorns when
His mocking enemies, unconscious of the
true import of their deed, proclaimed Him
King of the Curse. Those piercing thorns,
that grew on earth because of Adam's sin,
prophetically announced that the reign of
sin was soon to end—Jesus would be conqueror of the curse. This same King will
some glad day, not far distant, be hailed as
King of Kings and usher in that glorious
reign of righteousness and peace.
That star of hope announced the ushering in of a new kingdom. The king was
born and the kingdom was at hand. This
kingdom, unmarked on the map of earth's
geography, would comprise every race and
nationality. Citizens of this new kingdom
would know a greater freedom than Rome's
famous citizens ever knew. W h o m this
new king made free would be free indeed.
N o slaves in this new kingdom, all would
be brethren; yea, here would exist the
greatest brotherhood on earth. The early
seat of government for this new kingdom
was to be the heavenly new Jerusalem and
all its citizens, while in mortal bodies, were
to be ambassadors in foreign countries. In
this kingdom would be "righteousness,
peace, and joy in the Holy Ghost"—filling
the hearts of men. Eventually this kingdom
would assume a visible form and fill the
whole earth. The greatest kingdom of the
ages was at hand.
That star announced to the world a new
.principle of government. The great world
kingdoms had come to position by the
triumph of force. Babylon, the great, came
to power through the bloody victories of
Nebuchadnezzar. She was overthrown by
the superior power of the Medo-Persians.
Greece followed in the place of world

December 19, 1932
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C. N. Hostetter, Jr.
- Associate Editor

leadership, led by the armies of the youthful world crusader—Alexander the Great.
Greece finally surrendered, a victim of the
brute force of Rome's legion soldiers.
Force—brute power—had ever been the
reigning principle on earth. Jesus was to
usher in a new principle, a heavenly
principle, namely, the law of Love.
His
subjects would obey because of love. He,
the world's new king, would serve and save
because of sacrificial love, and His subjects' hearts would be fired by the same
heavenly passion.
How true are the words of Napoleon
Bonaparte: "Alexander the Great, Charlemagne, and myself founded world empires.
Upon what did we found them? Upon the
sheer genius of our own power to conquer
by force; but Jesus Christ founded his kingdom on love, and to-day millions of men
would die for Him. Our kingdoms have
melted away but His shall stand forever."
This principle of love implanted in the nature of His followers would banish strife
and selfishness. The sinful world would be
convicted as they saw these men return
good for evil and pray forgiveness for their
persecutors.
The star of hope announced relief for
the guilty conscience. This king was born
to be a Saviour. That Saviour was most
sorely needed because the cultured sinful
of Rome and Greece had vainly washed
their hands for cleansing in the waters of
pagan philosophy. The gods of Greek
Mythology only led their devotees into
deeper sin. The barbarian stood with upstretched arms in prayer, facing the setting
sun, but his restless heart found no peace.
The faithful Jew performed his ceremonial
rites, but went home to sin again and weep.
Earth knew no cure for a guilty conscience
and a sinning life before Bethlehem's star
began to shine. N o w hope was kindled,
for Jesus was born, the one who would
save His people from their sins and give
the guilty conscience peace.
The star announced joy to the world.
The era of gloom and despair was ended.
Oppression by earth's rulers might continue with its attendant suffering, but the
root cause of man's unhappiness—sin—
was to be put away by this newly born
Saviour. J-O-Y, the little girl's definition
was: "J stands for Jesus, Y for your, and
O means there is nothing between." "Nothing between my soul and the Saviour"
makes joy possible in any circumstances.
N o w men could have joy that poverty
could not banish. Bitter persecutions nor
painful martyr's death could quench its
triumphant song. Everlasting joy could be
the portion of those who opened wide their
doors to this new born king.
That shining star of hope was a token
of "good tidings to all people". N o race
distinction spoiled the angels' song. The
babe was born a Jew, but He was to provide salvation for everv race. N o class
distinction either—here the drunkard would
lose his slavish appetite and be born anew.
The harlot with sin as crimson would be
made as white as snow. N o w the little

child could hear the Saviour's call, simply
yield, and live for Him throughout the
years. Perplexed fathers, burdened mothers, and inquiring youth would find in Him
that answer to their heart cry. Support for
the aged, comfort for the sick, and hope for
the dying was here provided.
That star in the terrestrial heavenlies
told of Him who would be our forerunner
into heaven itself—into the city of God.
Star of Bethlehem, star of hope, thy light
has long since gone out, but thy hope
shines on, and on, and on. Amen.

Correct Doctrine—Right
Living
Grace when the sun is shining, Lord,
Grace when the sky is black,
Grace when I get an unkind word,
Grace on the too smooth track.
Grace when I'm elbowed in a nook,
Grace when I get my turn,
Grace when the dinner will not cook,
Grace when the fire won't burn.
Grace when my
Grace when
Grace when it's
Grace when

duties all go wrong,
they all seem right,
gladness, praise and song,
I have to fight.

Grace when my dress is fresh and new,
Grace when its worn and old,
Grace when my purse is empty, too,
Grace when it's full of gold.
Grace when the saved ones don't act saved,
And put the blame on me,
Grace when the grace I've asked and craved
Seems denied, Lord, by Thee.—Sel.
O come, let us worship and bow down,
let us kneel before the Lord our Maker.
Psa. 95:6.

"When they saw the star, they rejoiced
with exceeding great joy.
"And when they were come into the
house, they saw the young child with Mary
his mother, and fell down and worshipped
him: and when they had opened their treasures, they presented unto him gifts; gold,
and frankincense, and myrrh."
—Matt. 2:10-11.
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Christmas--the Decimal Point of History
Breakfast Motto: Psa. 116:12, 13
Closet Promise: Isa. 9:6, 7
( p H R I S T M A S : W h a t a world of import
*— in t h i s three-times-three lettered
word. Just as the decimal point counts for
so much in numbers, engendering wonderful
changes, so this day is the great decimal
point in history, dividing time B. C , and
A. D., shadow and reality, prophecy and
fulfillment. It marks the time that the
Bread of Life was born in Bethlehem, the
House of Bread.
How interesting and marvelous, the retrospect; how inspiring and amazing, the
prospect, when the event which birthed the
term Christmas is fervently and feelingly
viewed thru the prism of a consecrated
temperament. The Old B. C , enfolds the
New; the new A. D., unfolds the Old in the
great, forethought economy of God.
Christmas, 1932! glorious date, certified
by the Alpha and Omega, blazoned by the
Bright and Morning Star, foundationed by
the Rock of Ages, beautified by the Lily of
the Valley, fragranced by the Rose of
Sharon, nourished by the Bread of Life, illumed by the Son of Righteousness.
In this word are wrapped up, thru its
import and implications, the marvels of the
past, the goodness of the present, the incentive for the future, and the endless felicities thereof.
The true significance of Christmas makes
one think in continents, and not mere isles.
Its content is more, far more, than mere
ocean—largeness, when the enduring vigor
of the spirit of the day fully dawns upon
the consciousness, and the holiday becomes
what it ought to be, a H O L Y - D A Y , for
that is the vital meaning of holiday.
As natural continents are bathed, made
beautiful and productive thru the influences
of the oceans, so may we now be beautiful
and happified, and eventually glorified thru
the influence of the ocean of God's love,
manifested in the G I F T of G I F T S , His
Son, Heaven's best, God's dearest, an exile,
the first foreign missionary, sent from
realms celestial to those terrestrial via a
virgin, and trod this flinty earth for you and
me, that where He now is, we, too, may be.
Remember 'twas from the Throne to the
manger; then from the manger to t h e
Throne.
Beautiful Christmas thought—Jesus, infant, "cradle," mother, and all this may be
essenced into that warm, heart-gripping
word, JOY, for Jesus Owns Y O U , therefore .You Ought JOY, your life being one
C O N T I N U O U S Christmas.
The event, in the humble birth of Jesus,
beautified childhood, magnified youth-hood,
and glorified motherhood.
Christmas is especially a children's day,
since Christ Himself was a child, and

"grew in wisdom and stature, and in favor
with God and man," life's four-fold development, mental, physical, religious, and
social.
M a y the day impress us with the fact
that He was the discoverer of the individual, for only where His stately steppings
are known are women and children recognized as true personalities.
The spirit of Christmas vocalized the
morning stars, ecstasized the sons of God
to shout for joy, and it was forcefully and
beautifully crystallized when the choir celestial came to realms terrestrial and sang
the Gloria Excelsis, composed in Heaven,
"Glory to God in the Highest, on Earth
Peace, Good Will to Men." O, the echo

A Christmas Acrostic
By Rev. H. S. Brinser, M.E., M.Pd., M.Ai
Breakfast Motto: Luke 2:52
Closet Promise: Luke 2:10, 11
Christmas rings a note so fair;
Heaven's richest GIFT its theme;
Righteousness for all to share.
Impelled by love HE left the SCENE,
Sublime abode, HIS Father's home,
To come to earth for sins atone.
This day of joy should quench alloy;
Help us to pray, that come it may.
Each to the other to be a brother.
Shall the day but be another day ?
And not mean more to me?
Vicariousness should cause me say
Ingrafted in HIS life I'll be.
Oh what His birth means to the earth!
Unto all who heed HIS call—
Rescued richly from the fall.
Noel! Noel! Our King Emanuel.

of that skyey message, may it never, never cease! M a y the strain fully consummate.
Peace and good will yet remain the highest ideals to which we may aspire. The
message carolled at the long-ago Christmastide, "to men of good will," will come when
all men are willing to be reconciled to Him.
Then there'll be one continuous Christmas,
and the birds will build their nests in the
cannon's mouth, and the "swords shall be
beaten into plough shares, and the spears
into pruning hooks."
This day should birth sweet thoughts of
the love of God, and cause us to say with
Dickens, "I will honor Christmas in my
heart, and try to keep it all the year."
Well, too, at this time to be a child, when
its mighty Founder was a child Himself.
The spirit of giving birthed the first
Christmas, for "God so loved the world

Rev. H. S. Brinser
M.E.,M.Pd.,M.A.

that he G A V E , " and His G I V I N G incarnated is our true L I V I N G , and not mere
existence.
Not simply on this day, or season only,
should the doors of giving, peace, and
good-will be unlocked. They should never
be barred, if possible. This day, too, should
deeply impress us to be more and more like
its Founder in love, in usefulness, in forgiveness; to be in our human measure to
others what He is to us. The Christmas
spirit in our hearts should prompt us to
thoughtful kindnesses, and love's ministrations to those we weet in life's busy ways,
making the greatest joy of life the joy of
service, with the "ice" out of it. It was
only Christmas that reformed a Scrooge,
and made a Tiny Tim exclaim,—"God
bless us all—everyone."
W h a t a time to recall and remember
friends in a specific way; to awaken the
heart's generous instincts; to exchange gifts,
and may this disrobement of selfishness,
and the garmenting of warmth and affection
never grow cold nor old. M a y the poor
"Cossettes" and "Tiny Tims" be cheered
this day in humble homes.
M a y heart and not cost-mark be the
measure of our gifts. Lowell has beautifully phrased it thus:
'"77s not what we give but what we share;
For the gift without the giver is bare.
He who feeds himself, feeds three:
Himself, his hungering neighbor, me."
Not only a time for exchanging material
gifts is Christmas opportune, but for spiritual exchanges as well. The investment of
two cents for a stamp, a beautiful postcard, a few dips of ink, and a heart-warmed thought or little verbal bouquet, may
mean a world to the receiver.
May the day cause us to approximate
more fully the ideal that "One touch of nature makes the whole world kin."
Think of the glory made possible thru
Christmas: The W A Y may be trod; the
T R U T H , individually incarnated; t h e
LIFE, appropriated in peace and good will
thru a spiritual, world-wide brotherhood.
Let us be modern Gaspars, Melchiors,
and Belthazars, "wise men" of today, youth,
middle-aged and aged, adoring Him and
giving to Him ourselves, a glorious investment from which will accrue dividends that
no depression can affect.
Let the thought of Christmas be GIVING; the heart of Christmas, L O V E ; the
hope of Christmas, L I V I N G . Let the day
be more spiritual than stomachal, and may
it never become mere commercialization.
At this Christmas-tide let there be the
striking of these clear-sounding keynotes:
simplicity, sincerity, and honest love, and a
real Christmas will be yours.
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Deathless Songs and Fadeless Stars

They meant to reverence Him who was
back of all light itself. Balaam's prophecies
kept alive such faiths. These men had no
temples—the mountains were their altars,
the dew their incense, and the Heavens
their temple roof. The devout worshippers
among these men could not think of retiring for the night, unless they first scanned
the heavens looking for some light or new
star, that would tell them of their expectation. They looked for a paradise to come
back to earth where wrong would be righted—they expected a restored Eden.
They are called wise men, and rightly
so, wise is he who will stop at no preparation, no expense, no sacrifice, to find the
babe of Bethlehem. They came from the
land of Ur, from Abraham's country. Tradition names them. They followed the
sacred star by day and night—over trackless deserts, and bridgeless streams many
times seated by camp-fires, awaiting the
morning dawn, only to worship again. For
at least 40 days they followed the light before the star stood over the house in
Bethlehem.
They were wise because they followed
the Divine revelation. The problem of life
will never be solved by man's wisdom. God
alone can lead the way. Jesus said, "I am
the light of the world;" blessed is the soul,
who will follow.
They showed their wisdom by their
preparation to find the Christ, and to give
their best, when they found Him: the journey of life is made easier for the soul who
will not hesitate to follow the light. Our
blinded reason, the baffled mysteries and
outrages of life's battles, sickness, sorrow,
disappointment, the violations of law with
its delays, its slings and arrows, cause the
soul's cry. " O wretched man, that I am."
The light of God is the only light that casts
a ray on man's pathway, that will lead
home. Blessed is the soul who follows the
Heavenly light.
They showed their wisdom by seeking
the greater riches of life here as well as
hereafter—a building and treasure that do
not crumble or are subject to earth's
changes.
They were wise, in that they were not
ashamed to testify at Jerusalem, that they
had seen His star and had come to worship
Him. The journey of life is made easier
for those who will espouse a cause, and
boldly proclaim it, and walk with Him.
Will we be found hesitating, when men
in the dim past, saw the Star, followed,
found and worshipped Him? From His own
sacred lips came the word, "He that Cometh unto me, I will in no wise cast out." In
the light of the past, in the light of prophetic
fulfillment, in the light that the seed of the
woman, has bruised the serpent's head, in
the light of conscience, in the light of Christian experience of history, thousands have
died for Him, millions have given Him their
hearts, and many are still loyal. Foolish is
the one who rejects and refuses to follow
the Star.

By S. G. Engle
"Fear not: /or, behold, I bring you good
tidings of great joy, which shall be to all
people.
"For unto you is born this day in the city
of David a Saviour, which is Christ the
Lord."
H E occasion which gave rise to this
T
melody is the dating point of all
earth's great events—the cross roads of
the centuries. All records bow in recognition of God's Greatest Gift to the world.
The birth of Jesus is the meeting place of
prophetic expectation, of angel's and shepherd's realizations, and the blessed hope of
the saints for all times. Eve was named
Eve because she was the mother of all the
living. In Gen. 4:1 Eve said, "I have gotten a man child from the Lord." In Luke
1:46 Mary joyfully replies, " M y soul doth
greatly magnify the Lord."
Eve's declaration and Mary's exultation
are followed by many a saintly mother's
lullaby, over the cradle in many blessed
homes as she tells the blessed story of Him,
the babe of Bethlehem.
Millions have since joined in the song,
which is deathless, and shall be taken up
anew in the Homestead of eternity, when
the new song will ring thru the open courts
of Heaven, to Moses and the Lamb.
A Grecian fable tells of an island inhabited by two beautiful maidens who had
voices of magical sweetness. They roamed
in beautiful meadows of the isle and sang
by the sea shore. As mariners heard their
songs, wafted over the ocean waves, they
became so entranced that they lingered by
the shore until they pined away and died
for want.
This fable writer's vision is that where
there is magic in song and beauty in form,
it at last destroys and ends in death.
Possibly this was borrowed from "Paradise Lost."
Paradise was a place of
beauty where pears, plumbs, and blood-red
cherries hung like jewels—a billowy landscape of flowers where the air was filled
with bird songs, amidst all the beauty. Loss
and death followed. Man forgot the deepest, richest melody ever heard comes from
the open gates of "Paradise Regained."
The beauty of sentiment, and the supreme
ideals of life are not marred by material
loss or death. The great truths and revelations of life are found in the direction of
life's supreme aim when in harmony with
the soul's need and God's provision. It is
their voice and hands that beckon us
away from life's tempestuous seas to the
Isle of the blessed.
Christmas carols will soon mingle their
voices with the shrieking whistle, and the
sound of the brazen tongue of the great
church bell, reminding the world anew of
'the Saviour's birth. I see the house of worship suddenly lit up, like the moon-lit hill
of Judea where Shepherds were startled
by strange voices and a glorious light. Far
up the valley a heavenly echo is heard, as
it comes closer, the song is raised into the
major key, rolling on until it dies in the

distance. The refrain is again taken up,
echoing and dying, until the pleasant song
(bearing the tidings of a new-born Saviour), and the soft iight, allay their fears.
Blot out every written song, sacred to
mankind, but this song, which has and does
dwell in the hearts of men, can never be
blotted out. It will live on; it is rehearsed
in the mansion, in the hovel, everywhere
where the glorious Gospel has been
preached—and will live on, after the angel
shall have placed his one foot upon the sea
and the other upon the shore, and declared
that time shall be no more. Bethlehem's
song is deathless.
Belittle the incarnation, set the value of
the shed blood aside, tone down calvary
with its bleeding redeemer, deny the resurrection, if you will, still the unsatisfied
hearts of men yearn, for a Christ, and faith
in Him alone will fill and satisfy. He will
reign, for He was born a King of kings, and
is Lord of lords.
Saints have been slain by the edge of the
sword, sawn asunder, torn apart by lions,
dwelt in caves, and their goods confiscated,
and banished.
His followers have served, wept, and
prayed, and at last wave their palms of
victory, worthy indeed is the Lamb that
was slain to receive honor, glory, and
dominion.
The Bethlehem song has entered the
hearts of men and will live for ever.
FADELESS STARS
"Now when Jesus was born in Bethlehem
of Judea in the days of Herod the king, behold, there came wise men from the east to
Jerusalem,
"Saying, Where is he that is born king
of the Jews? for we have seen his star in
the east and have come to worship him."
Prodigies of heaven and earth bore testimony of this great happening. Angels
announce, light shines at the nightwatch,
shepherds
worship.
The
picturesque
writers tell us the animals in the Judean
hills bowed and nature's law stood still. A
star led men from the east to worship and
stood still over the house where Jesus was.
It was not a member of the orderly heavenly host of fixed stars. Balaam of Pethor
prophesied 1450 years previous that a star
should arise out of Jacob and a sceptre out
of Israel, and should smite the corners of
Moab, etc. This is all so marvelous and
super-natural that it attracts our attention.
Astronomers try to have us believe that
Jupiter and Saturn, these two bright orbs,
being in line reflected this light. It is easier
to believe in a great miracle, than to bow
to man's unreasonable argument. W h e n
science fails to give light to the child of
faith in divine leading, we ask it to step
aside and leave us to our simple faith.
There was a class of men in the east
country that believed that at the birth of
any great personage the heavenly orbs
would give notice. They were worshippers
of light, sometimes called sun worshippers.

The richest and strongest nations are
those who reverence Him the most. The
happiest and most blessed homes are those
wherein Christ is exalted.
(Continued on page 414)
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Divine Guidance
By Nathan Martin
"Thou shalt guide me with thy counsel, and
afterward receive me to glory" Ps. 73:24.
A P A R T from a Higher Power, man is
**• ignorant of the plans of God for his
life, ignorant of his place in the economy of
God, ignorant of the opportunities for service and usefulness. Quoting the words of
Dr. C. C. Ellis: "The best of eyes can not
see far down a straight road, even if it is a
road we have been over before. But life is
not a straight road, and it is not a road we
have been over before. It is more like a
strange city, full of crooked streets, and if
we are to reach the Father's House safe at
last, we shall need some one to guide us."
And this day, when "false christs and false
prophets shall rise, and shall shew signs
and wonders, to seduce, if it were possible,
even the elect", only emphasizes the importance of having an Infallible Guide.
In a little book entitled "The Swiss
Guide," Dr. Henry Van Dyke emphasizes
the importance of employing the best guide.
If this is necessary in scaling Alpine
heights, it surely is necessary in threading
one's way through a world that is full of
confusion, sin and darkness. But He who
is "our God for ever and ever" "will be
our Guide even unto death" (Ps. 48:14).
As we stand looking at the excavation
made for the foundation of a large building,
its characteristic is "planlessness." The
tools and scaffolding, the pits and elevations, mean nothing to the onlooker. Yet
we know there is a plan, a plan worked
out with care and precision by a very few.
Hundreds of workers who contribute their
mite of effort never understand more than
the immediate instructions under which they
labor.
A Frenchman, visiting a ribbon factory,
had his curiosity aroused by a marvelous
piece of machinery. Countless wheels
whirled, countless threads twirled. In reply to his question, he was informed that
all these movements were connected with a
center, a chest kept constantly locked.
W h e n his inquisitiveness led him to ask to
see the chest, he was met with the reply,
"The master has the key."
Our Guide will never ask us to go where
He has not Himself trodden the way. "For
we have not an High Priest which cannot
be touched with the feeling of our infirmities; but was in all points tempted like as
we are, yet without sin." The most appealing feature is that we may come into
such intimate relationship with this Guide
that - all doubt should vanish. Religion is
largely a matter of relation. A little girl
of five was riding on a railroad train, apparently unattended. A passenger, leaning forward to speak to her asked, " W h y ,
my little girl, aren't you afraid of riding all

alone on this car?" Her eyes opening wide,
she exclaimed, "There can't anything hurt
me on this train; my papa's the conductor."
The choice of a guide—one to whom we
submit all questions of our life, great and
small—is the greatest choice one is ever
called upon to make. Neglecting to make
this choice for his welfare now and hereafter, means yielding passively to the one
who will lead his followers down to the
depths of despair. This transaction should

Bells of Peace
By C. R. Stump
Ring out, O golden bells of peace,
Ring out! Ring out!
Ring out from Galilee's g o l d e n
shore
Your joyous peals once more,
Ring out! Ring out!
Ring out exultant bells of peace,
Ring out! Ring out!
Ring out your chimes of joy on
earth,
To every living child sweet mirth,
Ring out! Ring out!
Ring out harmonic bells of peace,
Ring out! Ring out!
Ring out your paeans of triumphal
peace
Till wars and strife forever cease,
Ring out! Ring out!
Ring out, O Sacred Bells of Peace!
Ring out! Ring out!
Ring out the joys of Truth Divine,
And fill all hearts with love sublime,
Ring out! Ring out!
Ring out everlasting bells of peace,
Ring out! Ring out!
Ring out the angelic songs on high,
To Him the Ruler of earth and sky,
Ring out! Ring out!
Ring out forever, O bells of peace!
Ring out! Ring out!
Ring out goodwill to all of earth
Till brotherhood crowns the Saviour's birth,
Ring out! Ring out!

be definite and immediate. D. L. Moody
once said, "The sweetest lesson I have
learned in life is to let God choose for me."
The soul needs to be kept "in tune with
the Infinite." God has, from time to time,
sent many messages to this earth, but they
were received by a comparatively few. The
most recent marvel in the scientific world is
the radio. W h e n a message is broadcast,
thousands of instruments may receive it at
the same time, but each must be attuned to
the sending instrument. Some time ago,
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during a little intermission, a government
employee decided that he would try a little
experiment by broadcasting the TwentyThird Psalm. He doubted whether any
ship would pick it up. W h e n he was
through, no less than sixteen ships returned their "Amen!" .•
The response to the guide's voice will,
sooner or later, mean comparative deafness
to all other voices. A certain man, while
on a journey, entered a telegraph office at a
small station. The operator was not attracted by the noise of the visitor entering the
room, not even by the tattoo of his umbrella upon the floor. A freight train swept by
unnoticed. Still he slept on. The telegraph
instruments clicked constantly, and still he
was unconscious of his surroundings. Suddenly he sprang up, placed his fingers on
the key of the transmitter. He was wide
awake, ready for duty. He had heard the
call of the dispatcher. It was his call. His
ears were attuned to it. An impression,
without its corresponding expression, results in depression. Had the operator, instead of arising promptly, again composed
himself to sleep, he would soon have been
worthless at his post.
Dr. F. B. Meyer tells of standing, time
and time again, at the wharf, and watching
the ships come in. He observed how the
little lad, with eye and ear fixed upon the
captain, shouted the captain's instructions
to the grimy engineers below. He continues, "Often have I longed that my will
should repeat as accurately and as promptly
the words and will of God, that all the lower nature may obey."
"Trust in the Lord with all thine heart;
and lean not unto thine own understanding. In all thy ways acknowledge Him, and
He shall direct thy paths." The "upward
look" dispels fear, by dissociating things
from an earthly background. T w o boys
were permitted by the engineer to ride
across Niagara in a cage suspended on a
wire which was to be used in constructing a
bridge. Scarcely started, they detected the
danger of their undertaking, and wished
they were back to land. The roar of the
falls was deafening. The falling waters
caused a dizziness. W h e n they reached
the other side, it was found that one of
them had swooned and was lying on the
bottom of the cage. But they must prepare
for the return journey. One of them remembered that his fears decreased when he
kept his eyes turned upward to the sky. He
urged his mate to follow his example. This
was observed, and they were soon both
back to their starting place, unharmed. In
the journey through the dangers of this
earthly life, the upward look adds not only
to our happiness, but to our safety as well.
"The steps of a good man are ordered by
the Lord: and he delighteth in His way"
(Ps. 37:23). "The meek will He guide in
judgment: and the week will He teach His
way" (Ps. 25:9).—Gospel Herald.
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DOTJPI.E—Sr. Emma L., wife of Bro. John
H. Douple passed to her reward at the Messiah
Home, Harrisburg, Pa., on Sunday, Dec. 4, aged
63 years, 4 montns and 13 days. She is survived by her husband, one sister and three
brothers. An only child, Gertie May Douple
preceded her in death a number of years ago.
She was a faithful member of the Brethren
in Christ Church for many years.
Funeral services were conducted at the
Messiah Home Chapel and the Fairland Church
and burial took place in the nearby cemetery.
Text: Phil. 1:21.

We are told we must wait till 12:01 a. m. for
our bus to Ohio. The time did not seem long.
The good lunch that Sr. Jennings so tastily
prepared was much enjoyed. May God bless
her. Seven or eight chapters in Deuteronomy
were real food to the soul. A man asks permission to sit beside me. His breath smells as
if he had swallowed gasoline, only worse. We
point him to Jesus who is able to save and
take away the taste for the awful stuff. It is
almost an hour before he takes his leave. We
give out a lot of appropriate tracts to people.
An aged colored widower—a blessed Christian
—enters into conversation with me. He relates
of having lost his wife some years ago. So we
have a common ground and we speak on spiritual things—he even singing a song in a low
voice—and two more hours pass quickly and
we trust a lonely soul is comforted.
Our bus is ready to start at the appointed
time. We sit well forward to avoid the smoke.
Six ladies (?) sit around me and I am encouraged. Two of those soon light cigarettes and
my hopes are blasted. My clothing all smells
like a tobacco shop. When I arrive a t Dayton,
O, through the kindness of Bish. Wilbur Snider who is holding three weeks of revival meetings here I am soon with Bro. and Sr. W. H.
Boyer, Eva Dick and Angeline Cox a t the Dayton Mission, at 10:30 a. m. Nov. 10. It was a
great pleasure for me to listen to the sermons
of our dear brother Snider not having had this
privilege before.
On Sunday morning, Nov. 13 I spoke a t the
Pleasant Hill Church, and in the evening in
the Highland Church. God graciously met us
at both places and shouts of glory and victory
ascended to God. It was in the Highland
Church that it was my privilege to stand on
the spot where our sainted Bro. J. R. Zook
was translated and preach the same Gospel he
preached.
Sunday morning, Nov. 20 we spoke at the
Fairview Church. We visited a number of
homes at Pleasant Hill, West Milton, Englewood and Dayton. Visiting with friends old
and new was very precious through a common
fellowship through the Holy Spirit, made possible through Jesus's blood. We mention two
special visits in Dayton which we enjoyed. The
first was to our aged brother Benj. Cassel (96).
He is wonderfully preserved and full of joy in
the Lord. Nearer to the mission we visit Mrs.
Maude Sharp. She through an accident had to
have both limbs amputated above the knees.
Although she is a helpless, confined person,
yet her face is filled with smiles and sunshine
through God's grace.
The Sunday School a t the Mission had an attendance of 149 and is under the care of Bro.
Clarence Boyer. A very fine lot of children attend.
A short visit in the home of Bish. O. B. Ulery
in Springfield proved very enjoyable as well as
a visit to his mother Leah Ulery (92). Her
memory is real clear and more than an hour's
visit seemed short as she joyfully praised God.
At Jamestown we were two nights in the
home of Bro. and Sr. John C. Franklin. It
was sweet to again meet the children of God
whom we have known for years. The hearts
were open and our stay was enjoyable. We
also want to speak of the kindness of Bro. and
Sr. Ed. E. Engle and their daughter, Sr. Treva,
who drove the auto while we visited many
homes. May God bless them. We were loaded
with benefits as we left the Dayton Mission
supervised by dear Bro. and Sr. Boyer and the
co-workers.
Nov. 22. We saw considerable snow enroute to Goshen, Ind. Scrapers had however
cleared the highway, so that we landed safely in Goshen at 3:00 p. m. The cool fresh air
sharpened my appetite and the good lunch from
the Dayton Mission was eaten. Supper in the
home of Bro. and Sr. John Bainter was a blessed privilege, thru his kindness we had a chance
to listen to a revival sermon in the Union
Grove Church by Bro. C. N. Hostetter, Jr. A
night in the home of Bro. and Sr. D. B. Stump
and a day and night in the home of Bro. and
Sr. Ira Weaver, Nappanee—we sleeping in the
prophet's room—concluded our stay in Indiana.
9:50 a. m. Nov. 24—Thanksgiving Day we
through the courtesy of our dear brother editor
of the Visitor were at the Chicago Mission.
The highway No. 6 was excellent and the
car rode very easy, so we enjoyed every bit of
the trip and did not feel tired.
May He who said, "It is more blessed to give
than it is to receive" reward each one very
abundantly who has so very kindly administered to my every need. Mark 10:28-31 is very
real, thank God.
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FALLEN 4SLEEP
E B E E I Y — H e n r y N. Bberly, aged 75 years,
died Dec. 4th, at the home of his son-in-law,
John M. Slaymaker, of New Providence, Pa.
He has been a member of the Brethren in
Christ Church for many years, and worshipped
with the Refton congregation. He is survived
by seven children, twenty-seven grand children, and eight great grandchildren.
Funeral services were conducted at the New
Providence Mennonite Church, by Jacob L.
Heisey and C. N. Hostetter.
MTJSSER—Elmira W., wife of Henry Musser,
1 mile west of Silver Springs, Pa., died in the
St. Joseph's hospital at Lancaster. Sunday,
Nov. 20th, after one weeks illness. She is survived by seven children, six granchildren, two
sisters, and two brothers, besides her husband.
She was converted many years ago, and has
been a member of the Brethren in Christ
Church for a number of years.
Public funeral services were conducted at
the Chestnut Hill Mennonite Church, by Eli
M. Engle and C. N. Hostetter.

WENG-EB—Edith M. Wenger, daughter of
Bro. and Sr. Harry W. Wenger, died a t 9:30
o'clock on Wednesday evening, Nov. 23rd a t
her home in Culbertson after a year's illness.
She was aged 31 years and is survived by her
parents, three brothers, and one sister—Elmer
and Mrs. Victor Rife of Chambersburg; Walter
of Shippensburg, and Russell a t home.
Funeral services were held a t Air Hill. Eld.
H. O. Wenger and Eld. John L. Musser officiated. Interment was made in the adjoining
cemetery.
ilNlESLEY—Sara Eliza Kniesley was born
in Juniata Co., Sept. 31, 1849 and died Oct. 10,
1932, aged 83 years, 10 days.
She gave her heart to the Lord at a very
early age in life and united with the Brethren in Christ Church of Mifliintown, Pa. Later
she with her kind, devoted sister, Susan, moved
to New Port, Pa., where she lived a helpful,
devoted Christian life for fifty years.
She leaves to mourn her loss her many
friends, a devoted sister, Susan B. Kniesley,
and one brother, Rev. Joseph A. Kniesley,
pastor of the First Methodist Church at Altoona, Pa. Rev. S. C. Eshelman, conducted the
funeral services using for his text John 14:2
last clause.
NOTICE TO CANADIAN SUBSCRIBERS
(Continued from p a g e 403)
free l i t e r a t u r e distribution which is so badly
needed a t this t i m e .
O r d e r s sent for i t e m s listed in o u r c a t a log, including S u n d a y school l i t e r a t u r e , a r e
sent to C a n a d i an p u r c h a s e r s without t h e additional cost of C a n a d i a n e x c h a n g e w h e r e
r e m i t t a n c e accompanies order. T h i s m e a n s
t h a t w h a t e v e r loss will be incurre d in t h e
m a t t e r of e x c h a n g e will be b o r n e by t h e
Publishing House, but we a r e t a k i n g this
loss to benefit our Canadian friends.
OUR JOURNEYINGS
By J. H. Byer
Article 6
God has given strength and grace and enabled us to give 46 messages in Virginia in 47
days. My health has been almost perfect, no
cold, cough or hoarseness. To God be all the
glory. No doubt this is a good field in which
to preach the Gospel. Perhaps nine-tenths of
all assemblies were unsaved people. They attend and listen well. Nearly every one walks
to meeting, some a number of miles. Bro. and
Sr. Jennings have the work at heart and are
being used of God. The prayers of all of God's
children are needed in their behalf. Let each
one obey when the Spirit says send them an
offering or write them a letter. Our fellowship was very blessed during the weeks we
shared their wholehearted hospitality. We
were loathe to say, "good-bye."
On the morning of November 9 after bidding
farewell to Seth, Paul and Phillip their boys,
Denny and Marie took me to Hillsville. I t
rained all the way and in fact all day. 9:40
a. m. soon came and we had to give the parting
hand. As an encouragement to them we say as
Paul did in I Cor. 15:58.
We are soon underway in the large and comfortably seated and heated bus. There is only
one passenger beside myself at this point. Rain
descends steadily and pools of water form on
the paved highway. Our speeding bus gets
many drenchings on the front glass and top.
We cross three ranges of the Blue Ridge
mountains. These reminded me of California.
The highway is well built and wide and our bus
powerful, so we made good time.
We see side track after side track filled with
trains of cars loaded with coal, in this one of
the greatest coal producing sections in the
world. What a wonderful God we have to thus
place this fuel in such abundance here for
man's comfort. I wonder how many people
thank God for coal.
At 6:00 p. m. we get to Charleston, W. Va.

"Jesus is moved with compassion toward
the weak and the erring." (Heb. 5:2).
"Let another man's lips praise thee, and
not thine own."—Bible.
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City Missions
Altoona Mission, in charge of Eld. Herman G. Miller and
wife, 613—4th Ave., Altoona, Pa.
Buffalo Mission, 25 Hawley St., in charge of Eld. and Sr.
Earl Bossert.
Chicago Mission—6039 Halstead St., in charge of Sarah
Bert and workers. Phone, Wentworth 7122.
Dayton Mission, 601 Taylor St., in charge of Bish. W. H.
Boyer and Sr. Susie Boyer.
Philadelphia Mission, 3423 N. 2nd St., in charge of Barbara
Hitz and workers. Hell Phone, Garfield 6431 .
San Francisco Mission, 473 Guerrero St., in charge of Maggie
E. Sollenberger and workers. Phone, Hemlock 1864.
Welland Mission, 36 Elizabeth St., Welland, Ont., in charge
of Bishnu Jonathan Lyons and wife.

Rural Missions
Bethel Mission, in charge of Eld. and Sr. D. E. Jenningf,
Sylvalus, Va.
Mt. Carmel Mission, in charge of Elder H. P . lleiiey and
wife, Gladwin, Mich., Star Route.
Kentucky Mission Field, in charge of Elder Albert Bnglt and
wife, Garlin, Kentucky.
Houghton Mission, Ontario, in charge of Elder Walter D.
Taylor anil wife, Tillsonburg, Ont., R. 1.

Orphanages
Messiah Orphanage, Florin, Pa., Brother Clarence Herr, Steward;
and Sister Susie Herr, Matron.
Jabbok Orphanage, Thomas, Okla.
Mt. Carmel Home, Morrison, 111., In charge of Sr. Katie Bollinger and workers.

Old Peoples' Home
Messiah Home, in charge of Bro. D. L. and Bitter Mattit
Graybill, 1175 Bailey St., HarriBburg, Fa.

SPECIAL NOTICE
Somewhere in this issue you will find a
special order blank, the back of which we
hope you will read and the front of which
we hope you will use. It is printed in two
colors—you can't miss it.
CLEONA, FA.
Our revival meetings a t the Pairland Church
began Oct. 30 and lasted for two and one half
weeks. The meeting was conducted by Bid.
Henry Hostetter, Washington Boro, Pa. There
were eleven souls gloriously saved, others
stepped out on God's promise for a deeper
work of grace. The meetings were well attended and the weather was very favorable.
We as a church of Fairland pray that God's
blessing may rest and accompany Bro. Hostetter in his efforts for the lost of earth.—Cor.
NORTH FRANKLIN DISTRICT
We have just closed a three weeks revival
here in the Chambersburg Church. Eld. C.
H. Moyer of Elizabethtown was the evangelist and was mightily used of God in leading
souls to take a definite stand for Christ and
holiness. His messages were clearly given and
an humble, loving, Christ-like spirit was manifested. A deep interest was shown throughout
the campaign. A few sought and found peace
at an altar of prayer.
We were greatly
strengthened and built up in the faith; and
with a Arm trust in God we take new courage
and press forward in the work for the salvation
and cleansing of precious souls. May God's
richest blessing continue to rest upon Bro.
Moyer and his ministry as he labors for the
bringing in of precious souls.
REVIVAIi MEETING, DETROIT, KANS.
Tire revival meeting at Bethel Church near
Detroit, Kans., began Nov. 6th. Eld. Albert
Bngle of Kentucky was used of God to bring
the messages from night to night. The attendance was good as a whole. The last two
Sundays we had three services each day.
We want to praise God for the messages
which were brot to us thru our brother, and
God truly honored His word in sending the
truth home to the hearts of the hearers. We

praise Him for moving with His Spirit, in our
midst once more, until about sixty individuals
sought God for their soul's need.
Among the number reclaimed were the majority of our young people for which we praise
God. We thank God, too, for His Spirit's
working on the hearts of the children. One
little boy wrote a letter of confession at the
altar.
The meeting had been announced for two
weeks; but was held one night longer, closing
with 15 souls at the altar. Many felt the meeting should continue; but our brother's time
was limited and another appointment awaited
him. May the choice blessings of God continue
on our brother's efforts as he labors in the
vineyard of the Lord.—Cor.
WAINFLEET BIBLE CONFERENCE
Our Wainfleet Annual Bible Conference was
held on Thursday and Friday, November 24th
and 25th. Bish. D. R. Eyster, Thomas, Okla.,
came with us on Nov. 16th and conducted the
evangelistic services every evening until Conference convened. There were definite manifestations of the Spirit throughout the Conference and sound Biblical teaching was brought
forth by the various speakers. Bish. E. Swalm
of Nottav/a; Eld. D. W. Heise of Markham;
Eld. Marshal Winger of Saskatchewan; Eld. E.
Rohrer of Ohio and practically all of our ministers from Wainfleet and Bertie districts attended the Conference.
A number sought the Lord during the few
nights services, and several were anointed for
healing at the close of the message by Bro.
Eyster on "Divine Healing."
Bish. Eyster is now conducting a revival at
our mission point a t Walsingham.
•—Cor.
SPRING HOPE, FA.
A series of meetings were held at Spring
Hope Church, Bedford Co., Pa., from Oct. 2 to
Oct. 16, with Eld. John Martin of Lancaster
as evangelist.
The messages were inspiring and encouraging to the saints. Sinners were warned of
the coming judgment and the need of preparing to meet God. Several responded to the call
of God. We believe others felt the need but
failed to respond. The weather was favorable
and attendance good.
May the Lord bless Bro. Martin for his labor
of love, and may the seed sown, spring up and
bear fruit to the honor and glory of God.—Cor.
ACTIVITIES IN THE PALMYRA, PENNA.,
CONGREGATION
Elder C. N. Hostetter, of Refton, Penna.,
opened a series of meetings in the church at
this place on Monday evening, Oct. 4, and continued until Sunday e vening, Oct. 16. Bro.
Hostetter gave the messages from God's Word,
in his usual interesting and straight forward
way. There were no visible results, yet we feel
that while even a sparrow does not fall to the
ground without God's notice, that God's Word
will not fail to mark sin and indifference in
the individual when it is given in its purity
and power of the Spirit. May God's blessing
follow Bro. Hostetter as he goes after his various appointments and help him to bear the
blessed Gospel to a lost and ruined world.
It was deemed necessary to strengthen the
ministry in this deacon district and the choice
fell on Bro. Harvey Ebersole of Palmyra. His
ordination is announced for Sunday, Dec. 11.
May he be instrumental in God's vineyard
to the ingathering of many precious souls. As
Bro. Ebersole had been filling the office of deacon, his call to the ministry caused a vacancy
in the deacon office which has since been filled
by the election of Bro. Cleveland L. Gantz
to that office. Bro. Gantz will be ordained in
the near future. May he use the office of
deacon well, and purchase to himself a good
degree and great boldness in the faith.—Cor.
DEDICATION SERVICE
The new mission church at Saxton, Pa., will
be dedicated December 31 and January 1, 1933.
Special programs have been prepared for this
dedication. Day services will be held at 9:30
a. m. and 2 p. m. and night services at 7:30 p.
m. Everyone is cordially invited.
R. K. Ebersole.

Foreign Mission Sunday—Our quarterly Foreign Missionary Day was observed Nov. 13 instead of on the regular time, one week earlier
because of that date being set aside as National Foreign Missionary Sunday. The blessing
of the Lord rested upon us and the day was
enjoyed by all.
In the morning service Bro. J. R. Steekleybrought a very timely message on "The Gaze
ot God." II Chron. 16:9. His main thought
and impressive question was whether -ye arc
opening our hearts to that gaze, letting Gud
search our hearts and take our lives; or
whether we are closing our hearts to that look
of love and compassion and rejecting the Saviour. Many hearts were stirred, but none
moved forward in the service. Thank God
we need not measure the good accomplished
by visible results!
After the regular Young Peoples' Service
in the evening, Mrs. Fred Able brought u= a
very interesting and vividly described picture
of the great Japan Earthquake. She is a Missionary home on furlough from Japan and was
there during the great disaster. Surely "God
works in mysterious ways, His wonders to perform." Although we cannot understand all of
His leadings and performances, yet we can
fully trust, for we know 'De doeth all things
well'.
Following this message, Sister Katie Smith
brought a challenge to our young people—"The
Challenge of Missions". We pray that many
hearts were moved to give themselves to God
for definite service. An offering of over $160.00
was lifted.
Bible Conference—The eighteenth annual Bible Conference of the California church held
Nov. 22-25 is again in the past. God was with
us and it was a time of inspiration and blessing to many. Bish. Wagaman was with us and
presided. The motto of the Conference was
"Study to show thyself approved unto God."
The topics of each service dealt with a definite
theme. Under that of Doctrine, the diety of
Christ as the only foundation of our hope was
emphasized, and our privilege of living the
resurrected life through Christ. The need of
preparation, spiritual and intellectual, for the
work of a pastor was brought out in the
thought of Service. His message should be
Christ crucified, and his contact with the community such that all can recognize the Master's spirit of love, helpfulness, and sacrifice;
his going in and out among his people, a blessing and inspiration to young and old, rich and
poor alike.
On Thanksgiving morning, after a social period for the expression of individual thankfulness, the President's Proclamation was read,
Bro. Reighard preached the Thanksgiving sermon which followed using as a text II Cor.
9:15, "Thanks be unto God for His unspeakable gift." Beulah College then rendered an inspirational program of music. In the afternoon service, the true relationship between
education and holiness was pointed out, after
which Rev. A. J. Neuenschwander, of the local
Mennonite Church, gave an address on "The
Field and Scope of the Denominational College." The place of such schools in the education of Christian young people and the sacrifice necessary to maintain them was forcibly
brought to our minds.
Friday forenoon was given over to the
thought of Missions. The ways and means of
extension from the home base, the responsibility of a pastor in opening new fields and consecration in the light of these problems were
discussed. The afternoon program was especially for young people. Holiness was shown
as being perfectly consistent with the ambitions of vigorous youth and necessary in following God's plan.
The responsibility of
young people in church work was pointed out,
followed by a discussion of Preparation for
Parenthood.
Thanksgiving evening was devoted, as usual,
to the raising of the Beulah College Budget.
Preceding that important work, however, the
school rendered a program of music and talks
on the benefits of a Christian School. The
other three evenings of the Conference were
given over to evangelistic services, the messages being brought by Bishop Wagaman,
Bro. H. K. Sheets, and Bro. Reighard. God's
spirit strove with hearts but they refused to
yield to His wooings. If precious souls could
only see the beauty of serving the Lord, not
one would reject His love.
Love Feast—Our love feast was held on
Saturday and Sunday following Bible Conference. We enjoyed the fellowship of a number from Pasadena and other places. About
180 communicants gathered in the evening and
commemorated the sufferings and death of our
Saviour, doing this in remembrance of Him
"till He come". One of these times will be
the last. He is coming for His waiting Bride,
it may be soon. May each one be ready for
that blessed event!
—E. M. H., Cor.
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THE STORY OF THE LOST STAR
B O U T a week before Christmas, in a
small city of the East, there appeared
in the "Lost and Found" columns this advertisement:
"LOST.—Sometime between the World
W a r and the present morning, The Star of
Bethlehem. The finder will confer everlasting favor and receive a reward of ten
thousand dollars if returned to the owner
between the hours of sundown and midnight on Christmas Eve. George K. Johnston, 11 Harvard Place."
The linotype operator blinked and paused
in his work, read it again, and wondered.
Ten thousand dollars! W a s it a joke? It
must be a mistake. But no, it was paid for.
It must go in. He punched away at his
machine, and the lines appeared in the type;
but his thoughts were busy. ' Ten thousand
dollars! W i t h that he could with self-respect
marry Mary! He would not have been
John if he had not thought of that first.
George K. Johnston. That was the rich
man who lived in the big house with one
blind wall stuck on one side that everybody said marked a picture gallery. He
had the money, all right; so the offer must
be real. But what was this thing he had
lost that was worth everlasting favor and
ten thousand dollars? A jewel? A silver
tablet?
Something of intrinsic historic
value, perhaps? Something that must be
well known, or the writer would not have
spoken of it in that offhand, indefinite way
as the Star of Bethlehem, as if there were
but one. Bethlehem—Bethlehem—that was
the place where they made steel! Steel!
Why—steel, of course. George K. Johnston. Johnston, the steel king! Ah! W h y
hadn't he thought of it at once?
And why couldn't he go to Bethlehem
and find out all about it? He was the first
one excepting the editor of the "Lost and
Found" column to see this ad.
Why
wouldn't he stand first chance of the reward
if he worked it right?
T o be sure, there was a possibility that
some one who knew just what this star was
would be able to get on its track sooner; but
if he caught the first train in the morning, he
would have a good start before any one
read the morning papers.
He would be through with his work by
three o'clock at the latest, and there was a
train at five. He would have time to get
back to his boarding place and clean up a
bit, perhaps scribble a note to Mary, telling her to be ready for the wedding.
His fingers flew over the keys of his machine as he laid his plans, and his heart
' throbbed with excitement over the great
opportunity that had flung its open door
right in his humble path. Ten thousand
dollars!
Early dawn saw him dressed in his best
and hurrying on his w a y to Bethlehem amid

a trainload of laborers going out for the
day's work. But he saw not pick or shovel
or dinner pail, nor noted greasy overalls
and sleepy-eyed companions. Before his
shining eyes he saw a star, sometimes silver, sumptuously engraved, sometimes gold
and set with sparkling jewels, leading him
on into the day of adventure.
He essayed to question his seatmate
about that star.
"You live in Bethlehem? Did you ever
see the Star of Bethlehem?"
But the man shook his head dumbly.
"Me no spak l'Angla."
Arrived in the city of steel, he went
straight to the news agent.
"Have you been here some time?"
"Born here."
"Then tell me, have you a Star of Bethlehem?"
The agent shook his head.
"Don't smoke that kind. Don't keep that
kind. T r y the little cigar store down the
street;" and he swung himself under the
shelf, and shouldering a pile of morning
papers, rushed off down the platform.
Out in the street John stopped a man
whose foot was just mounting the running
board of his car.
"Do you know anything about the Star
of Bethlehem?"
"Never heard of it, man. A Ford's good
enough for me!" and he swung into his
car, and shot away from the curb hurriedly.
He asked a little girl who was hurrying
away from the bakery with a basket of
bread.
" W h y , star-of-Bethlehem is a flower,
she said, "a little green and white starry
flower with pointed petals. It grows in the
meadow over there in the summertime, but
it's all gone now. You can't find stars-ofBethlehem this time of year!" and she
stared after him for a silly fool.
He asked a passer on the street, "Can
you tell me how to find out about the Star
of Bethlehem?"
The man tappe d him lightly on the
shoulder with a wink, and advised him
knowingly with a thumb pointing down a
side alley: "You better not mention that
openly, brother. There's been several raids
around here lately, and the police are wise.
It ain't safe." And about this time the
bishop back at home was opening the
morning paper at the breakfast table as he
toyed with his grapefruit.
"Ha, ha!" he said as his eye traveled
down the column idly and paused at the
"Lost and Found." "Listen to this, Bella.
Poor old George is worried again. He
probably thinks he is going to die this time.
I'll just step in and have a little talk on
theology with him this morning, and set his
mind at rest. N o need for that ten thousand dollars to go out of the church. W e

Selected by
Paul McBeth

might as well have it as some home for
the feeble-minded."
Bella left her grape fruit, and came
around to read the advertisement, her face
lighting intelligently.
"O Basil! D o you think you can work
it?" she cried delightedly.
"Surely; he's just a little excited about
religion now because he's been sick. The
last time I saw him he asked me how we
could know any of the creeds were true
when they were all so different. I'll smooth
it all out for him, and make him give another ten thousand or so to the social service work of our church; and he'll come
across handsomely, you'll see. I'd better
go at once. It won't do to wait; there are
too many kinds of crooks on the lookout
for just such an easy ten thousand as this;"
and he took his hat and coat, and hurried
out.
The professor at his meager breakfast
table, worrying about his sick wife and
how he could afford to keep his eldest son
in college, happened on the item.
He set down his cereal untasted, and
stepped to his bookshelves, taking down
several wise treatises on astronomy.
A sweet-faced saint in an invalid chair
read and pondered, and murmured thoughtfully: "Poor soul! W h a t ' s happened to the
man's Bible?"
Before night the one little shop in the city
that made a specialty of astronomical instruments had been drained of everything in
the shape of a searcher on the heavens,
and a rush order had gone on to N e w York
by telegraph for more telescopes of various
sizes and prices; while a boy in the back
office who was good at lettering was busy
making a copy of the advertisement to fasten up in the plate glass window, with special lights playing about it, and a note below:
"Come in and order your telescope now
before they are all gone, and get into line
for the great sky prize! W e have 'em! All
prices!"
Far into the evening the crowd continued
around that window, and many who had
glasses at home hurried away to search for
them, and build air castles of how they
would spend that ten thousand dollars
when they got it.
Even before the day was half over the
office of the university was besieged by
eager visitors come to question wise ones,
a folded newspaper furtively held under
each applicant's arm.
As evening drew on, shadowy figures
stole forth to high places, and might have
been seen scanning the heavens, and now
and then consulting a book by means of a
pocket flashlight. More than one young
student worked into the small hours of the
night with reference books scattered about

December 19, 1932

E V A N G E L I C A L

V I S I T O R

411

him, writing a many-paged treatise on the
Star of stars, some to prove that the star
was a myth, and others that it was still in
existence, and would one day appear again
as bright as of old. Even the police, coming suddenly upon lurking stargazers far
toward morning, began to question what
had taken hold of the town.
Coming home on the late train from a
fruitless search for an unknown quantity
which was not there, John Powers sat
wearily back in the dusty seat of the common car, and took out the worn advertisement from his pocket to read it once more.
The lost Star of Bethlehem! W h a t could
it be? He had searched the steel city from
end to end without finding so much as a
trace of tradition or story about a star in
connection with that town. He had met
with more rebuffs and strange suggestions
than ever before in his life together, and he
was weary and utterly discouraged. If
only he had not written that hopeful letter to Mary in the morning! N o w perhaps
she would already be planning to have the
wedding soon, and where was the money
coming from to provide the little home? Of
course it just might happen, after all, that
the star had been lost up in the city; else
why should the advertisement have been
put up in the city paper, and not in a
Bethlehem local? But even so he had
hoped great things from his trip to Bethlehem; and now he had only wasted a day
and the car fare, and got nowhere at all.
At a local station a loud-mouthed traveler got oS, leaving his recent seatmate
without any one to talk to; and presently he
joined John Powers, and entered into conversation, being one of those men who are
never happy unless their tongue is running.
In the course of their talk John found himself asking the old question again.
"You say you are from Bethlehem? Did
you ever hear of a star in connection with
that town?
W a s there any memorial
tablet or monument or emblem or anything
of that sort in the shape of a star, that has
been stolen away? Star of Bethlehem it
was called; do you know anything about
it?"
The stranger stared blankly, and shook
his head. "Sounds to me as if it might be
a song, or a book, mebbe. If you knowed
who wrote it, you might find out at one of
the schools. M y Johnny says you can find
out almost anything if you know who wrote
it. Ever been a Mason? Might be some
kind of a Masonic badge, mightn't it?"
T h e man got out at the next station; and
Powers leaned back wearily, and thought
how he had failed. His mind seemed too
tired to study any longer on the subject.
An old lady in a queer bonnet, with many
bundles at her feet and a basket beside her
full to overflowing, leaned over suddenly,
and touched him on the shoulder.
"Laddie, hae ye tried the auld Buik?" she
asked timidly. "I'm thinkin' ye'll find it
all there."

"I beg your pardon," said Powers, lifting
his hat courteously, and thinking how the
blue of her eyes had a light like that in
Mary's eyes.
He arose from his seat, and went back
to sit beside her. Then somehow the blue
of her eyes made him unafraid, and he told
her all about the ten thousand dollars and
his fruitless trip to Bethlehem.
And just here begins the story of the
lost Book.
"Oh, but, laddie, ye're on the wrong
track entirely," said the old lady. "The
star o' Bethlehem's in the auld Buik. I ken
it's no the fashion to read it these days,
but the worruld lost sight of a lot besides
the things it wanted to forget when it set
out to put its Bibles awa. Hunt up yer mither's Bible, lad, and study it out. The star
arose in the east, ye ken; and the folks
who saw it first was those that was lookin'
fer its arisin'. The star's na lost. It led to

now, an' I'll be leavin' ye; but it'll be a glad
Christmastime fer ye ef ye find the little
King; an' ye'll find Him sure if ye seek with
all yer heirt."
The doorway of the fine old Johnston
mansion on Harvard Place was besieged
from morning to night all that week by aspirants wishing to speak with the master,
but to all the grave and dignified servitor
who answered the door replied: " M y master is away. He cannot speak with you
until the time appointed. If any then have
found the lost treasure, they may come and
claim the reward. But they must come
bringing it with them. None others need
present themselves."
Even the bishop had not been able to gain
admittance. He was much annoyed about
it. He was afraid others would get ahead
of him. He had written a letter; but he
knew it had not yet been opened, for the
last time he called he had seen it lying on the
console in the hall with a lot of other unopened letters. The bishop was very certain that if he could get audience first, all
would be well. He was sure he could explain the philosophy of life and the mystery
of the star quite satisfactorily and soothinglyBefore John Powers had gone back to
work that night of his return from Bethlehem he had gone to the bottom of an old
chest and hunted out his mother's Bible. It
was worn and dropping apart in places;
but he put it tenderly on his bed, and, following an impulse, dropped on' his knees
beside it, laying his lips against its dusty
covers. Somehow the very look of the old
worn covers brought back his childhood
days and a sense of sin in that he had wandered so far from the path in which his
mother had set his young feet.
All that week he gave all the extra time
he had to studying about the star. He did
not even go to see Mary. He lost sight of
the ten thousand dollars in his interest in
the star itself. He was now seeking to find
that star for himself, not for the reward
that had been offered. He wanted to find
the King who was also a Saviour.
The last night before it came time for
him to go to his work, he dropped upon
his knees once more beside the little tattered book, and prayed: " O Jesus Christ,
Saviour of the world, I thank Thee that
Thou hast sent Thy star to guide me to
Thee. I worship Thee, and I give myself
to Thee forever."
On Christmas Eve, when the door of the
mansion was thrown open, a large throng
of people entered, and were speedily admitted, one by one, to audience with the
master of the house, until in an incredibly
short space of time the waiting room was
emptied of philosophers and dreamers and
ambitious ones. Even the bishop had been
courteously sent his way. Only three were
left. Three wise ones, and two of them
were women!
(Continued on page 414)

A Gift Most Royal
By Fred Scott Shepard
Angels came from Glory,
With a wondrous story,
On that holy night of long ago;
God's great love acclaiming,
Peace on earth proclaiming
To the hearts of men by sin brought low.
For the Lord of Heaven
Had in mercy given
His beloved Son—a royal Gift;
A Redeemer gracious,
That our souls so precious
He from sin might ransom and uplift.
Let the joy-bells peal it—
Let our hearts reveal it,
That the world may know God's loving mind;
This blest truth believing,
And the Christ receiving,
His redeeming grace and favor find. —Sel.

the little King, ye ken; an' it'll always lead to
the King if a body seeks with all the heirt,
fer that is the promise: 'And ye shall seek
M e and find Me, when ye shall search fer
M e with all yer heirt.' M a y like the puir
buddy who wrote the bit lines in the paper
was longin' fer the King Hisself, an' wanted
the star to guide him; but ye ken ye can't
purchase the gifts of God wi' silver ner
gold. The mon may lay his ten thousand
baubles at the fut of the throne, but he'll
find he must go his own self across the
desert, and wait, mayhap, before he'll ever
see the shinin' of the star. But ye'll not
turn back yerself now ye've started, laddie! Go find the King fer yerself. Look in
the Gospels, an' read the story. It's passin'
wonderful an' lovely. This is my station
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NEWS FROM FOREIGN LANDS
Names and Addresses
FOREIGN

MISSIONARIES

Africa

As cold waters to a thirsty
soul, so is good news
from a far country.
Prov. 25:25.

MATOPO
Elder and Mrs. L. B. Steckley, Mrs. Sallie K. Doner, Elder
Boy Mann, Elder and Mrs. C. F. Eshelman, Miss Anna
Wolgemuth, Matopo Mission, Bulawayo, So. Rhodesia, Somh
Africa.
MTSHABEZI
EJdei and Mrs. W. 0. Winger, Miss Sadie Book, Mrs. .Naomi
Lady, Miss Mary Brennaman, Miss Lois Frey, Miss Martha
Kaufl'man, Mtshabezi Mission, Private Bag, Bulawayo, S.
Rhodesia, South Africa.
WANEZI
Elder and Mrs. H. J. Frey, Wanezi Mission, Filabusi, K.
Rhodesia, South Africa.
MACHA
Mr. and Mrs.. C. A. Winger, Miss Anna R. Engle, Miss Annie M.
Winger, Macha Mission. Choma, N. Rhodesia, South Africa.

God's Gall to Gideon
By J. A. Climenhaga
Article 5
A N Y and varied are the experiences
of men but in some respects the people of all ages are much the same. In
Gideon's time the Children of Israel forgot God and transgressed His law. Today
the Nations of the world are living in a
state of turmoil and chaos because God's
law has been forgotten. Will we, as the
people did in Gideon's day, "cry unto the
Lord" because of our being "greatly impoverished "? If we do God can raise up a
Gideon to deliver us from the yoke of
bondage.
The call of Gideon was unique in his day.
There are however, many similar points to
the call of other judges and prophets contained therein. God's angel took the form
of a man, sat under an oak and awaited the
arrival of his man, Gideon. As the angei
appeared unto Gideon he said, "The Lord
is with thee thou mighty man of valour".
These words show us that Gideon possessed at least two qualities. First, the presence of the Lord was with him. Secondly, he was a mighty man of valour. They
are two very essential things for leadership
and Christian workers. If missionaries desire to make a success of their work they
certainly need the presence of God. They
should be God Fearing people, people with
a knowledge of the voice of God. As also
stated in the article about Joshua, they need
to be "tried people". That is they should
be Mighty Men of Valour. In my mind it
is doubtful if God ever calls the weak
kneed into service. But where are the
mighty men whom God can call into His
work today? Surely millions are living in
bondage and the host of the enemy is strong
and many, yes all, need deliverance.
Characteristic of Old Testament manifestations was the appearing of the angel
to Gideon, as well as Gideon's feeding the
angel. Abraham had seen and fed an

angel. Others had done the same thing. In
the case of Gideon, the feeding of the angel
is not as significant to me as the place
where Gideon and the angel met and the
result of the meeting and revelation upon
Gideon. Gideon's social position is also
worth noting with a deduction from the
same.
The Lord appeared to Gideon while
Gideon was threshing wheat at the wine
press. Gideon was a busy man. So great
was the predicament of the Israelites that
secluded spots had to be found in which to
hide the grain. In this seclusion God appeared and spoke to Gideon. Today too
many are so busy with public affairs and
social events that only the finest of the
wheat can be found in unlikely corners.
W i t h many, the voice of God is not heard.
Gideon's threshing place may likely have
been on a rock. On the Rock is a good
place to be. Among the Zulus of South
Africa threshing floors are often found on
smooth surfaced rocks. Many of the people of South Rhodesia place their grain on
rocks. I have seen many a threshing floor
on rocks but I have never seen fire come
out of the same. Grain, naturally speaking,
found on rocks is safe from fire. And what
an unlikely place for Are! Are not the
manifestations of God miraculous? The
fire appearing unto Gideon was miraculous.
However, it was the initial feature in the call
of Gideon. Fire is a type of Divine purification. The fire on Gideon's rock caused him
to see his nothingness. It caused him to
see himself as God sees us. It brought
forth a right kind of confession which was
followed by the Divine benediction. The
immediate result of the manifestation, was
the building of an altar and naming it. "Jehovah-shalom" which means "The Lord of
Peace". As we are purified does not God
become a God of Peace to us?
T o whom did all this revelation come

S1KAL0NG0
Mr. and Mrs. Cecil I. Cullen, and Mr. and Mrs. David B.
Hall, Miss Anna Eyster, Sikalongo Mission, Choma, N.
Rhodesia, South Africa.

India
SAHARSA
Saharsa, 11. N. W. By., Dist. Bhagalpur, India, Elder and .Mrs
A. D. M. Dick. Elder and Mrs. Charles Engle. Miss Anna
.VI. Steckley.
SUPAUL
Supaul, B. N. W. By., Dist. Bhagalpur, India, Elder and Mrs
G. E. l'aulus. Miss B. Ella Gayman.

Home on Furlough
Mrs. Ruth B. Foote, Lower Clapton, Road.
London, England.
Miss Etiie Rohrer, Ludlow Falls, Ohio.

Clapton B. 5,

Elder and Mrs. H. H. Brubaker, 317 S. High St., Meehanicsburg, Pa.
Mrs. Myron Taylor, 1175 Bailey St., Harrisburg, Pa.

and by whom were these wonderful things
done? In the book of Judges we have a
record of God speaking and appearing to
the lowly, the least, the most humble of
men. Listen to the words of Gideon "Behold my family is poor in Manasseh, and I
am the least in my father's house." Surely
the lesson should teach the most insignificant ones to listen to God and to put their
trust in Him. Our social standing may be
low but if we put our trust in Him when
His hand is upon us, mighty things can be
accomplished. W h a t is needed today are
men and women who meet the Lord, in the
grain field, in the kitchen, in other lowly
places, and converse with Him, following
His leading all the way. Let none say "I
am too lowly, too despised, too insignificant." God has called and is still calling
the lowly to service. Dear reader, follow
His call. Meet the fire which consumes,
die out to self, build an altar of peace to
the Covenant Maker of Israel. Jehovah,
meaning Covenant Maker, can use you if
you yield to Him.
In connection with the call of Gideon it
is well to notice that God led him step by
step and did not give him his full mission all
at once. Gideon was commanded to do
some small, yet very important things, at
first, which he did. Herein is contained a
great lesson. Many times we desire to enter the larger fields of activity before we
have proved ourselves in the lesser areas.
Let us prove ourselves messengers of Jehovah in our home circles if we expect to do
greater service abroad. Gideon, the fearless, organized his home force and destroyed the altar of Baal. M a y we in our
home community, organize our prayer
band, our missionary band and tear down
the stronghold of Satan in our midst, then
the Lord can use us in doing, well nigh
the impossible as the need arises.
Happy are those people who are not too
sure of themselves and are willing honestly, to put their call to a test. This Gideon
did. Angered by the actions of Gideon the
Midianites and Amalekites, and others of
the East, assembled for battle. God knew
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that Gideon was the man for the occasion.
His spirit came upon him and Gideon blew
the trumpet and sent forth messengers
throughout various tribes of Israel to meet
the enemy. And then the test. Gideon
counted the cost. He put his call to the
test. He was not hasty nor was he disbelieving. He wanted to be sure that he
was the man. God honoured the test and
met the situation, and Gideon was assured
that he was God's man. And then what
victory followed!
Most undoubtedly the. lesson of Gideon
and his test is worthy of our consideration.
Too many, because of the love of adventure, or as the result of an emotional awakening, place themselves for service before
they are tried. Then even if we have
served at home at times our call has not
been truly tested. W e are not sure whether
we are doing the thing God would have us
do or not. I do not say that fleece must
literally be placed out but as God leads, it
is well to put His dealing with us to a test.
His call will always stand the test. God
will honour a true test every time. The
missionaries of the Church who had individual methods of testing their call, have
stood the truest. Happy are those who are
faithful in their service, not too self reliant,
but continually trusting and proving God's
leadings to them.

1st. W e have been praying for a time of
refreshing from the Lord and are expecting
the Lord to meet with us in real old time
saving and sanctifying power. Perhaps
when this is printed the convention will be
in progress. Pray with us for God's fullest blessing on this effort.
After the convention about the first of
the year will be our annual council. Pray
also that the Lord will direct us in all that
pertains to this work in this field.
Ardys the daughter of Bro. and Sr.
Engle will return home to Saharsa from
Queens Hill Girls' School at Darjeeling the
latter part of this month. She will be veryhappy to be on the plains again.

W a s not the battle won before Gideon
ever went to meet the Midianites? He
listened to the advice of God all the way
and God received the honour of putting the
enemy to flight. And so will we bring God
glory only as we do as He commands.

News Notes from India
By Charles E. Engle
j N November 1st, at the Baptist Mission Hospital in Gauhati, Assam, a
little daughter arrived to bless the home of
Rev. and Sr. George Paulus of Supaul.
One and one half days previous to the
birth of the Paulus baby Phyllis Jeanne was
born to Mrs. Charles E. Engle at Gloven,
Darjeeling. Ardys and Mary Lou are happy over the arrival of a little sister. At this
writing both Srs. Paulus and Engle and
babies are getting along nicely.
Sr. Effle Rohrer has returned from furlough and arrived at Supaul, October 31st.
W e are infomed that she looks well and all
are glad to see her return to help in the
work. W e are certain God will use and
bless her in her labors. Sr. Gayman will
be glad for her assistance in the absence of
Bro. and Sr. Paulus.
W e have had a few days of continuous
rain for which all are thankful as our rainfall was very short this season, while the
present rain makes the gardens look rather
bad they will spring up more quickly when
the sun shines again.
W e expect to begin our convention Dec.
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have a copy of the Bible if possible. Starting out the next morning he walked a distance of twenty-five miles, to a large city.
Here were seven bookstores, but searching
all of them he could not find a single copy
of the Bible. He did find, however, in a
second-hand furniture store a copy of a religious magazine which was published in
Tokio.
This magazine was purchased, and what
it contained only made him more determined
than ever to have a copy of the Bible, if
he could possibly secure one.
Noting the street and number at which
the editor of the religious magazine lived
in Tokio, he set out on foot to travel a distance of one hundred and twenty-five miles,
leaving his sister at home to anxiously
How a Japanese Boy Got
await the return of her brother, when she
a Bible
expected they would be the happy possessors of a Bible. Twenty-five miles of this
By J. A. Huffman
trip were made on train, and one hundred
miles of it by foot across mountains and
TUT IRAIDE was a Japanese boy, the through valleys.
•"• -"• youngest in his family, whose father
Finally Tokio was reached and the street
was of Confucian belief, and whose mother and number found, but the editor was abwas a Buddhist. He was consecrated in a sent, and Hiraide could obtain no inforspecial way to Buddha the day he was born. mation except that he would return on FriMany times his mother would address him day, and this was Monday. Determined to
as her "baby" or her "dearest," and tell see him, the boy could do nothing but wait
him that she had consecrated him to Bud- from Monday until Friday. By the time
dha and that she wanted him to be a doctor Friday came and the interview had been
or a priest.
held with the man of Christian faith, his
At an early age he began to propound to money had been spent in paying hotel bills,
himself the serious problems of human ex- and he did not have enough money left to
istence, but found nothing in the religion of purchase even a cheap copy of the Bible,
Buddha to satisfy his heart. Buddhist songs and was compelled to return home without
are of a sad, doleful, wailing nature and do one. This return journey was a sad one benot have a note of triumph in them. Aft- cause he had no Bible to take back with
er the death of his father, his mother and him. Upon arrival at home his sister was
his sister, which occurred within the space so disappointed that she cried and cried.
of two years, he set himself more diligently The Bible she had so anxiously waited for
to the study of the problems of life. Find- had failed to come.
ing nothing in either Confucianism or BudAfter a little more money could be obdhism to enlighten or encourage his heart, tained, the brother again started upon his
he was driven almost to desperation. He long journey, and this time purchased a
offered his services to his country, as a second-hand Bible for the sum of seventysoldier, but could not stand the physical five cents. Its pages sparkled with such
test and was rejected.
sweet messages of love that this Japanese
One day, in a restaurant, he met a man
who had an odd-looking book lying beside
him, while he was eating his meal. Upon
being told that the book was the Bible—
the book of the Christian religion—he became inquisitive concerning the same, and
asked the missionary, whom the man happened to be, if he might have the book.
Having no extra copies of the Bible, and it
being impossible to part with the only copy
he had, the missionary gave him a copy of
Bunyan's Pilgrim's Progress which he had
with him.
The Japanese boy took the book home,
and he read nearly all night. Although he
could not fully understand it, he read about
an ideal, everlasting kingdom. He did not
understand that the kingdom is a spiritual
one, but immediately desired to become a
subject, or member, of that kingdom.
* After reading the book, he determined to

boy and girl found in it just the thing their
hearts so much longed for—the Christ of
Calvary.
Having before this time studied English,
he immediately began to preach this Gospel, going about from city to city, speaking
to great crowds. Some said he was crazy,
but God used him in a marvelous way to
preach the Gospel of Christ. He is now in
this country educating himself in a Holiness
school. He goes from place to place delivering missionary addresses, and will soon
return to his country to take up larger and
more extensive missionary labors.
Not only did the Japanese boy get a Bible, but with it the Christ of the Bible.
Could we not help some one to a Bible and
the Bible's Christ?—Sparkling W a t e r s .
W i t h God nothing shall be impossible
(Luke 1:37).
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The Power of God unto Salvation
By Wm. Huss
CLARKE tells the
SIRstoryJ. ALEXANDER
of the conversion of one of Mushidi's Queens, to whom the name of "The
Terror" had been given. She was so powerful and despotic and cruel as to have earned the name by which she was called. But
God had His eyes upon her, and sent His
servant, the missionary, to her. She listened to the Gospel story from his lips day
after day, but apparently without effect. The
missionary was almost discouraged, when
one day the Queen sought him out in his
own hut, and besought him to go over the
message again for her sake. This time she
eagerly laid hold upon the Gospel and was
saved by it.
The recital of this woman's conversion is
thrilling, as are many other incidents related
by this devoted servant of Christ. But so,
in fact, is every instance of the way a man
is brought out "of darkness into God's marvelous light." And if the record of these
things, whether told by tongue or pen, is entrancing to those who hear them, how much
more so is the reality of the salvation to
those who are its subjects.
It is strange in one sense, that the same
message which to some is so powerful and
wonderful, is to others but an "idle tale,"
something childish or worthless. Then there
are many who in a general way admit its
truth and power but find nothing in it for
themselves. If asked the reason why they
refuse the Gospel, they would be found to
have all kinds of answers. A few have sincere and real difficulties, and these seem
such great obstacles to them that they cannot get over them. But with most the reasons given are most unreasonable. They
are so groundless or puerile that it must almost make them blush to state them.
There is, however, in the heart of all who
refuse God's wonderful Offer which the
Gospel brings, a deep underlying reason for
that refusal. He who knows man's inmost
thought and motive has said, "Every one
that doeth evil hateth the light, neither cometh to the light, lest his deeds should be reproved (or shown as they are). But he that
doeth truth cometh to the light, that his
deeds may be made manifest, that they are
wrought in God" (John 3:19-21).
As in the natural, so in the spiritual
realm, light is that which reveals both itself and that with which it is brought in
contact. Men are quite comfortable until
the light of God's truth falls upon them, and
reveals to themselves what they are. The
disclosure shows to them how unlike God
they are, and if, in the presence of that
pure light of heaven they see no more, they
retreat from it into the darkness of their
own minds. In that dismal realm they are
less disturbed, and they hate the light which
exposed them.

But there is in that light far more than
exposure! He who brought that light in His
own Person as well as in His teaching, calls
it "The light of life". He says of it: "I am
the Light of the world: he that followeth
Me shall not walk in darkness, but shall
have the light of life." But what is it to
"follow" Christ? Is it to accept a certain
creed, or to make a profession of faith in
Him, or what?
There are many who try to analyze the
Gospel, and if their minds do not love it,
they always end in rejecting it. To follow
Christ is not a process of the mind, nor is
it making a profession of religion. It is
something spontaneous. The soul that finds
Christ, or rather, is found by Him, no longer asks these questions. All perplexity and
doubt and fear are gone for those who have
Christ. Such persons are caught in the
surge of His love, and the light of life which
is in Him allures and captivates them. It
fills them with its own purity and power, illuminating their vision and filling their
hearts with joy and peace.
"Who extinguisheth the taper.
Till the dawn of rising sun?
Who discards the rohe of winter,
Till the summer has begun?
'Twas the look that melted Peter;
'Twas the Pace that Stephen saw;
'Twas the heart that wept with Mary,
Can alone from idols draw."

In the hearts and lives of all who are
saved by Christ is fulfilled that of which He
speaks in that great invitation—"Come unto
ME, all ye that labour and are heavy laden,
and I will give you rest" (Matt. 11:28). Rest
is that which all need, for without it the
human heart is like a ship tossed on the
billows, at the mercy of wind and waves,
without a captain, without a chart, without a
compass, without comfort. Rest is not stagnation, for in the busiest life this rest which
Jesus gives keeps the soul in the assurance,
joy and peace which only fellowship with
Him can give.
My friend, if you are a stranger to Christ
you need not be so any longer. He waits for
you to come to Him. He longs to save you.
He loves you with an intense unutterable
love, which is stronger than death. If you
have any doubt as to this, you are given to
know that He entered and passed through
death in its most terrible form, not for His
own sake, but for yours. Yours was the sin
for which He died to atone. You are the
sinner He died to save. YOU are the one
He now calls, invites, entreats. All the great
wealth of His compassion is toward you. He
pities you in your present forlorn godless
state. He knows better than anyone the
doom which awaits you if you leave this
world a stranger to Him and to His great
salvation. If you are convinced of your need
of ONE such as He is, be assured of your
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welcome to all that He is and to all He has
wrought. Trust yourself to Him, commit
yourself wholly to Him, just as you are, that
He may become your Saviour, your Righteousness before God, your Life. He will
more than fulfil every expectation of your
heart. "Blessed are all they that put their
trust in Him" (Ps. 2:12).—The Messenger
of Peace.

Deathless Songs
(Continued from page 406)
It is this Star that will lead life joyfully
forward, the grave and the hope beyond it,
are worthwhile. The Star of God's revelation is shining brighter than ever, the angelic
announcement, "Joy to the world," uttered
nineteen centuries ago, the Star which led
the Magi, the voice of conscience is speaking to earth today, loud as Sinai thunders.
All these rumblings of God's present
judgments and the Spirit's secret whisper to
the soul should not pass by unheeded, when
He who was born in Bethlehem of Judea,
lived, blessed, healed, comforted, at last
ascended the slopes of Calvary, died among
the wicked to save all, was buried with the
rich, and arose with a mighty cry of
triumph, and lives forevermore.
" M y praise shall be of thee in the great
congregation: I will pay my vows before
them that fear him.
"The meek shall eat and be satisfied:
they shall praise the Lord that seek him:
your heart shall live for ever.
'All the ends of the world shall . . . turn
unto the Lord: and all the kindreds of the
nations shall worship before thee.
"For the kingdom is the Lord's: and he
is the governor among the nations." Psa.
22:25-29.
The commemoration of the greatest event
of all times is just a little before us. Let us
all join anew, in shepherd devotion, in
wisemen's preparation, and sacrifice and
give homage to the Babe of Bethlehem, who
has become the Christ of the resurrection
morning. The Star is shining and is fadeless.

The Lost Star
(Continued from page 411)
One was an old woman with a burr upon
her tongue and a Bible in her hand; one
was a young girl with blue, starry eyes and
a bit of a Testament in the folds of her
gown, where she kept her fingers between
the leaves to a place. The third was John
Powers, standing within the shadow of a
heavy curtain beside a deep-set window,
looking out at the great shining of a bright
star with peace upon his face. He turned
about as the door closed after the bishop,
and glanced at the two women. The girl
looked up, and their eyes met.
"Mary!"

"John!"
There was scarcely time to recognize the
old woman before the door opened and
George K. Johnston, keen of eye, sharp of
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feature, eager of expression, walked in, and
looked from one to another, searching their
faces restlessly.
The young man stepped forward to meet
him, and Mary saw for the first time a
worn little Bible was in his hand.
But John was speaking in such a ringing
voice of certainty:
"Sir, I want to tell you first that I have
not come for your money. W h e n I began
this serach, it was in hope of the reward;
but I've found the star itself, and it led me
to the King; and now I've brought it to you
because I want you to have it too. You'll
find it in this Book. It has to be searched
for, but it's there. And when you have
found it? I've been thinking you'll maybe
want to sell all that you have, and give to
the poor, and go and follow Him. But /
am not one of those poor any longer, for I
have found the King! Come, Mary, shall
we go?"
Then up rose the old Scotch woman
from her place near the door.
"I've just one more word to say, an' ye'll
find it in yon Buik, 'Arise, shine; for thy
light is come, and the glory of the Lord
is risen upon thee.' That star isn't lost,
sir an' never was. Never will be! It's up
in the heavens, waiting till the King has
need of it again; and some day it will burst
upon the world again, and they will all
know that it has been there all the time!"
The master was left alone in his mansion
with the Book in his hand and a strange,
awed feeling of the presence of God in his
room.
He looked wonderingly, doubtfully, down
at the Book, and then wistfully out through
his richly draped window to where a single
star shone softly through the Christmas
night. — Grace Livingston Hill. Sel. by
Paul McBeth.
GOD'S CALL!
How true it is that, till God speaks to the
heart of man, man cannot understand the
language of God which is uttered around
him, and over him, and beneath him! As
there are times when we stand in the midst
of nature as if we were in a church, when a
joyful song of praise is springing from each
breast, and we cannot help but sing also, being drawn into the stream of devotion and
carried along with it—so at other times
know how mute all creations seem to us, as
though all pursued its way alone without a
hand in heaven to guide it! All depends
upon whether God speaks in us.—F. A. G.
Tholuck.
A man can no more take in a supply of
grace for the future than he can eat enough
today to last him for the next six months,
or take sufficient air into his lungs at once
to sustain life for a week to come. W e
must draw upon God's boundless stores for
grace from day to day, as we need it.—D.

L. Moody.
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Christian Life Bible Studies for
Young Peoples Meetings

No. 53
NEW YEAR'S MEDITATIONS
Topic for January 1, 1933
Opening Scriptures — New Year's for the
Israelites—Exodus 12:1, 2; 13:3-10
Key Verse—II Cor. 5:17
I.

Why did God make the occasion of deliverance from Egypt, the beginning of
the year for the Israelites? See opening
Scriptures. How was the work of
Christ typified on this occasion? I Pet.
1:19; I Cor. 5:7; etc.
II. What occasion in life do you think the
Christian should cherish most in his
memory? Why? How do our natural
birthdays compare?
III. What are Some of the New Things God
has promised us for this Life? II Cor.
5:17.
1. New Covenant. Heb. 12:24; 8:8.
2. New Testament. Heb. 9:15.
3. New B
John 3:3.
4. New L
Rom. 6:4; Eph. 2:1.
5. New H
Ezek. 36:26.
6. New S
Ezek. 11:19.
7. New S
Ps. 40:3.
IV. New Things in the Life to Come.
1. New N
Rev. 3:12.
2. New S
Rev. 14:3.
3. New H
and E
Rev. 21:1.
4. New J
Rev. 21:2
5. Final reNEWal. Rev. 21:5.
V. What Attitude Should the Christian
have toward the Future Year?
1. Not Boastful. Prov. 27:1.
2. Plan, not over-confidently, but subject
to God's will. James 4:13-15.
3. Trust, Delight, Commit, Rest. Ps.
37:3-7.
4. Perseverent in effort. John 9:4; Gal.
6:9, 10.
5. Watchful and Prayerful. Eph. 6:18.
VI. What Shall Not Change During the
Coming Years?
1. The Word of God. I Pet. 1:23, 25;
Matt. 24:35.
2. Our Father. James 1:17.
3. Our Saviour Jesus Christ. Heb. 13:8.
4. Our Comforter, the Holy Spirit. John
14:16.
Is it wrong to make New Year's Resolutions ? Why are they often unprofitable ?
To be resolved has a much stronger meaning than we usually ascribe to New Year's
resolutions. Luke 16:4. The Greek word
here translated means to KNOW Absolutely,
and is elsewhere translated to be aware of,
to understand, to be sure, etc.
Call for volunteers to give good exhortations and mottoes from the Bible for the
coming year.
SFECIAT. NOTICE CONCERNING' YOUNG
PEOPLE'S MEETING TOPICS
These will continue to be published in each
number of the Bvangelical Visitor which seems
to be about the best medium to get these topics
before our people. We suggest, however, that
you at once order the number of these topics
you will need for each Sunday of the coming
year. The prepaid price to your address is in
lots of less than 10, 15c per copy of 52 outlines:
10 or more to one address, 10c per copy of 52
outlines. Remittance should accompany these
orders.
E. V. PUBLISHING HOUSE
Nappanee, Indiana

f

No. 54
CHARACTER STUDY
HEZEKIAH
His Kingdom and His Enemies
Topic for January 8, 1933
Scripture Reading—Isaiah 37:14-23, 33-36.
I. His Early Reign.
1. Purges the Kingdom from idol worship.
II Kings 18:4.
2. Keeps God's commandments, prospers,
smites the Philistines. II Kings 18:6-8.
Application: We find it just as necessary
to have our lives purged from idolatry and
other sins, if we wish to prosper and have
victory in the fight against sin.
II. Establishing Worship.
1. Opens God's house. II Chron. 29:3.
2. Restores Priests, etc. II Chron. 29:4-36.
3. Keeps the Passover. II Chron. 31:4-10.
Peace, joy and blessing with abundant liberality, come only when people get in touch
with God.
HI. The Enemy Arises.
1. Cutting off the enemies supplies.
II Chron. 32:1-6.
2. Relying on the Lord. II Chron. 32:7, 8.
3. His wicked threats. Isa. 36: a n d
37:8-13.
Just as long as God's people remain on the
earth, no matter how much joy and consolation they find in the Lord, the enemy will
arise at any moment with his temptations
and threats of destruction. What temptations and thrusts are presented to us today?
IV. Hezekia'h's Refuge.
1. Seeks God's house in humility. Isa.
37:1.
2. Invites others to pray. Isa. 37:4.
3. Spreads his troubles before the Lord.
Isa. 37:14.
4. God's gracious answer. Isa. 37:33-36.
Victory in the battle, safety in danger and
answer to our petitions depends on the same
course of previous preparation, as in the
life of Hezekiah. TWENTIETH CENTURY
PRAYERS AND PROBLEMS OF GOD'S
CHILDREN ARE JUST AS IMPORTANT
IN THE EYES OF GOD AS THOSE OF
HEZEKIAH.
For the Children:
What unusual message was given to Hezekiah in Isa. 38:1?
Were any other Bible characters given a
similar message?
How did Hezekiah receive the message ?
What other very unusual thing did God do
for Hezekiah?
What natural means assisted in his recovery?
Procure a sun-dial or make a simple one
with a sheet of paper and a triangle of
cardboard, and with these illustrate the marvelous miracle which the Lord gave as a
sign of Hezekiah's recovery. Explain the
operation of the sun-dial, and what had to
take place with the sun for the shadow to
move backward. Was there ever any other
similar occurrence in the Bible record ? What
wonders the Lord performs to encourage
His children.
Trouble and perplexity drive me to prayer and prayer drives away perplexity and
trouble.—Melancthon.
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